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OCTOBER IS ECONOMIC AND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MONTH
Free vegetable gardens sprouting up around France
By Dan Nixon

Imagine a community where the residents are all free
to plant, grow, harvest, and eat healthy food whenever
they want without having to pay for it.
Sound too good to be true?
That's exactly what residents of more than 20 cities and
towns in France are doing through a project called
Potalib. Launched by the Rotaract Club of Versailles,
Potalib was inspired by the Incredible Edible project,
an international food-sharing movement founded by
Nick Green in England. The Rotaract members
obtained Green's permission to apply the concept in
France, changing the name to "Potalib," a contraction
of "potager libre" (free vegetable garden).

Editor – PP Geoff Horvath

The club registered the Potalib name, created a brand,
and now sells the project as a kit to French institutions,
local communities, and corporations. The materials
include seeds for as many as 18 kinds of vegetables,
information on how to cultivate them, and 12 wooden
bins, each about a cubic meter in size and filled with
around 270 kilograms of soil. In cities where the
gardens are planted, the club sponsors a festive
opening-day ceremony, featuring a free meal cooked
by club members and a professional chef.
"The goal is quite simple: To give everyone, from the
wealthiest to the poorest, the opportunity to eat quality
vegetables," says Club President Thibaut Mathieu.
"Everyone" includes parents who want to teach their
children "that fries do not grow in the ground," joke the
project's supporters. According to a recent survey, one

in four children in France doesn't know that fries come
from potatoes.
Potalib also offers the homeless a reliable source of
free healthy food.
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Mathieu says that people readily take responsibility
for maintaining the vegetable gardens and no
instances of theft, hoarding, or vandalism have been
reported. Instead, Potalib is bringing communities
closer together.
"I was almost afraid to take some vegetables at first,"
says Nathalie from Plaisir, a suburb of Paris. "But now
I do it with great pleasure. I made new friends there.
We plant seeds and we have a good time!"
Each Potalib package costs more than $15,000.
Mathieu says that would be a high price for one person
to pay, but not for a town, government department, or
a company. The money is paid directly to the club,
which then pays the suppliers, "who have become
genuine and trusted partners," he says.

Versailles club is planning to create a separate Potalib
website soon.
The Versailles Rotaractors started Potalib in 2012,
around the time they were forming their club, which was
chartered in 2013. The project has not only benefited
an increasing number of communities, it's also helped to
expand the club's membership, which has mushroomed
from 16 members to 60.
Mathieu credits the project's success to the Rotaract
club's sponsor, the Rotary Club of Versailles. "They
have always given us good counseling. Without 'our'
Rotarians, we would not be here today," says Mathieu.

Doc Carver Wilcox

Potalib is also good for local business. If the community
isn't able to fund the entire project, the club contacts
companies in the area. Mathieu says a local company
can finance one or several bins in its city, and in doing
so, improve its image by showing the public that it
cares.
Outside of France, Rotaract clubs in Belgium, Canada,
and Germany have inquired about duplicating the
project.
"We receive, on average, four new applications from
cities per week," says Mathieu, adding that the

PP Geoff Horvath

Oli – No Oli today
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Outside D5K
Charles “Charlie” Kocher – RC of Brookings Harbor,
Southern Oregon. Charlie and Wife Gerry
(Geraldine) assisted us in our Dictionary Labeling
party! They contributed to our Club breaking our
record by completion all labeling in 40 minutes!
Within D5K
None

None

The Rotary Foundation was created in 1917 by
Rotary International’s sixth president, Arch C. Klumph,
as an endowment fund for Rotary “to do good in the
world.” It has grown from an initial contribution of
$26.50 to more than $1billion!

Recognition is based on contributions of $1000. It
doesn’t have to be contributed all at once, but can build
up over a period of time. Below is a brief history and
explanation of how the program works.
The presentation of Paul Harris Fellow recognition is
The Rotary Foundation’s way of expressing its
appreciation for a substantial contribution to its
humanitarian and educational programs. It is named
for Rotary’s founder, a Chicago lawyer, who started
our organization with three business associates in 1905.
The Paul Harris Fellow recognition was established in
1957 to show appreciation to encourage, and
recognize, substantial contributions to The Rotary
Foundation. The recognition is named after Chicago
attorney, Paul Harris (1868-1947) who founded
Rotary in 1905.
An amount of US$1,000 was established as the
contribution level in 1957 and has not changed over
the years. At the time this was a very substantial
contribution equivalent to over US$9,000 today. The
recognition is accompanied with a pin and
certificate. Today subsequent contributions of
US$1,000 are acknowledged by adding gemstones to
the PHF pin, up to the Major Donor level of
US$10,000. Rotarians who make an annual giving
commitment of US$1,000 are recognized as members
of the Paul Harris Society.

Paul Harris Fellow +1 to +9 Pins

Doc told us that 99% all contributions to the Foundation,
no matter what the contributions are designated for,
goes to the Foundation. The Foundation has one of the
highest charity ratings in Charity Navigator.
Our Club Secretary, Alison Kanamu had the honor
of pinning President Alex.

Paul Harris Fellow Presentation
Today, our Club President, Alex Kanamu, was
recognized for his second $1,000 contribution.
President Alex received his pin with one sapphire
signifying his total contribution of $2,000.

Paul Harris Fellow +1 $2,000) Pin

President Alex asked our Foundation Chair, PP Doc
McKenzie to explain to our members how this program
works.
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President Alex receiving his Paul Harris Fellow +1 pin from
Club Secretary, Alison Kanamu
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Anniversaries

Hawaii Rotary Youth
Foundation (HRYF)
Give Aloha Final Totals
Great news! In typical Hawaii Style, wait till da end,
den givem!!
This year's total for HRYF is $7539! That's $850 more
than last year.
I can tell you that $440 of that $850, was from our
Club!!!!!! That’s what we collected, with the huge $240
Club contribution and member contributions.
Way to go all of you. I'm touched and overwhelmed
with your generosity.

Hot

The final total contributions made by Rotarians, Rotary
family members, and friends of Rotarians with the
Foodland match was $9,300.04! Contributions made
by Rotarians, etc., totaled $7,539.0,0 with a matching
gift of $1,761.04 from Foodland.
This year, Foodland had a maximum of $360,000 in
matching funds to distribute to participating
organizations.
HRYF President, Geoff Horvath received a certificate
and check at the Give Aloha Celebration held at
Foodland Farms, Ala Moana, on behalf of HRYF and
all participating Rotary Clubs.

Recognitions for the week ending October 13th, 2019.

None

Spouse’s Birthday

None
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None

None

HI
Doc Carver Wilcox gave a HI $15 for missing our last
three meetings.
1. The first week, Doc had dental implant surgery
2. The second week, Doc had a reaction to the
surgery and took a week to recover
3. The third week, Doc had a big financial meeting
We missed you Doc! Good to have you back healthy
and solvent!
President Alex gave a HI $5 for Kate and Mike Butts
hosting our dictionary labeling party.
Alison Kanamu gave a HI $5 for Kate and Mike Butts
hosting our dictionary labeling party. Everything was
set up and streamed lined to make quick work of
labeling.
Jackie Barnes gave a HI $5 for Kate and Mike Butts
opening their home for us in support of dictionary
labeling….“Thanks again.”
Visiting Rotarian, Charlie Kocher told us his wife,
Geraldine, “Gerry” wanted the recipe for the Spanish
rolls we had at the potluck, because they were sooooo
delicious. Alison told Charlie, the rolls came from the
Golden Coin. Both Charlie and Gerry helped us at our
Dictionary Labeling party. For that, he gave a HI $5!
Kate Butts gave a HI $5 for all the great help Austin
Kanamu provided during the dictionary labeling
party. He was always there at the right time with
boxes of dictionaries, to keep the assembly line going!
Everyone agreed!
Doc Lynn Goya gave a HI $5 for the love and
compassion demonstrated by our club. She was
attending her 2nd or 3rd meeting when Grace Abatayo
fell. Care shown by Alex and the Kanamu family
made an impression on her and was really touching.
For this reason, Doc Lynn said, “This is the Club for me!”

It was the type of organization she wanted to be a
member of. It became a reality when Doc Lynn was
inducted into our Club and has become a hard-working
member since joining.
PP Geoff Horvath gave a HI $5 in loving memory of
Grace Abatayo, her radiant smile, along with the joy
she brought to our meetings. The love Marie and Grace
had for each other was evident in the way the
interacted with each other. They were inseparable.
And for Kate and Mike Butts hosting our dictionary
labeling party.

the United States. They shared the Rotary name and
had similar objectives, but no central office or
constitution.
“This is going to be a convention in which we will get
down to business and endeavor to launch the National
Association of Rotary Clubs. We need the best thought
and cooperation of every single man who is here,”
Harris told the 60 registrants assembled at the
Congress Hotel in Chicago. “We are going to try and
have a good time as we go along, that is, we are going
to intersperse enough good time so that you will not
remember it as a sad occasion; but nevertheless, the
primary purpose of this convention is to transact
business.”

No Trip Reports

ROTARY MINUTE
An International Experience!
One of the many benefits of being a Rotarian is the
opportunity to have international experiences and
connections. Whether you host a youth exchange
student, attend an international Rotary meeting, or
partner with a club in another country on a project,
Rotary offers many ways to connect people from
around the world. Here is one example:
THE ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
The Rotary International Convention takes place each
May or June and welcomes all members and their
families. It’s generally held in a different world city
each year and is attended by 20,000 to 40,000
people. The convention is an opportunity to celebrate
Rotary and to network and connect with Rotarians from
around the world.
The first Rotary Convention was held in Chicago, IL, in
August 1910.

The Official 1910 Rotary Convention Car

Since 1910, the Rotary convention has combined
fellowship with Rotary business and inspired attendees
with notable guest speakers and entertainers,
workshops, and messages from Rotary leaders.
In Rotary’s early years, the convention delegates
debated and voted on changes to Rotary’s Constitution
and Bylaws. As membership and convention attendance
grew, this process evolved, and in 1977, the Council on
Legislation became Rotary’s legislative body. The
convention remained the main event for meeting
friends, celebrating accomplishments, and discussing
the future of Rotary.

1910 Rotary Convention Attendees

On 15 August 1910, Paul Harris convened the first
Rotary convention. At the time, there were 16 clubs in
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The 110 Rotary Convention, IC2020, will be held in
Honolulu, HI!
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Ron Mizutani, President and CEO, Hawaii Foodbank
and Laura Kay Rand, VP/Chief Impact Officer, form
the Hawaii Foodbank to talk to us about this great
program.

From PDG Phil Sammer
D5000 Rotarians and Leaders:
Each year the clubs of Rotary District 5000 have the
privilege and honor of suggesting candidates for
District Governor from their membership. If your club
has a qualified and willing member, we hope that you
would support and honor that individual by submitting
his/her name during this open window of nominations
via the attached Nomination form, which the Club
Secretary signs.. Being considered is a memorable
experience, as each candidate develops new and
meaningful connections with Rotarians throughout the
District. The nomination process for the 2022-2023
District 5000 Governor will be open from August 8,
2019 through midnight November 1, 2019. Please see
the attached D5000 DG Questionnaire, and the
Official Rotary International Nomination Form. Both
forms must be completed and submitted to PDG Phil
Sammer, no later than Midnight November 1, 2019.
Our District Governor Selection Committee will hold
interviews on November 9, 2019 beginning at 8 AM.
Upon acceptance of your application, you will receive
notification by email as to your interview time slot and
location no later than November 4, 2019.
Forms should be submitted to PDG Phil Sammer at:
Email: philsammer@gmail.com
Please let me know if you have any questions or
concerns. I am more than happy to discuss them with
you at any time!
Aloha,
This email reminder is being sent at the request of PDG
Phil Sammer
DG Nominating Committee Chair

Nov 7 – Lucy Ahn and Lisa Levine –Executive Director
and Director of Development, Oahu SPCA.

Oct 20 – Strike Out Polio bowling fundraiser hosted
by Rotary Club of Downtown Honolulu. The event
will be held at Aiea Bowl and will start at 1:00 pm
and end at 3:00 pm. Cost is $700 for a team of 6.
Since the RC of Downtown Honolulu challenged us,
during a live stream on Facebook, President Alex has
accepted the challenge. He will pay for the team, so
is looking for 6 terrific bowlers. If you don’t bowl, come
out and support our Club. The food at Aiea Bowl is
terrific!
Oct 24 – World Polio Day
Oct 24 – ROTAR-OKE – Sing! So, They Can Dance
Event, at Nocturna Lounge at restaurant row,
Waterfront Plaza, 500 Ala Moana. The event starts at
4:30 pm and ends at 9:00 pm
Oct 26 - Carbon Neutrality Challenge – Postponed
until further notice.
Oct 26 – Make a Difference Day at Waimea Valley –
Starts at 8:00 am.

PP Geoff Horvath is working on getting:
Kamila Bernhard, MS, RD Dietitian, and Sheryl
Yoshimura, MPH RDN, LD, CDE, CRS, Special Projects
Manager from Wahiawa Health, to talk to us about
diabetes.

Nov 2 – Lake Wilson Day
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Nov11 – Wahiawa Veteran’s Day Parade
Dec 12 – Al Wonder Christmas party

(Go to our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/9628629737
49303/ to view all pictures.)

No announcements

Kate Butts enjoying her Marian’s Catering lunch

We spent the remaining time in fellowship and saying
aloha to Alex and Alison Kanamu on their way to Bali
for an International Rotary 3-project event. Safe
travels and enjoy your time in Bali. Stay cool!

The End Polio Now Piggy Bank, was passed around
for the END POLIO NOW Contest, which started on
October 1st until the end of November 30th. Members
fed the pig with $5, $10, and$20 bills.
We collected $57 today for a total of 169.61!
Members are encouraged to designate their money to
this effort.

Our happy Doc Lynn Goya

Ace of Hearts

It was agreed on that winnings will be contributed to the
Club, which the Club will match. So, this will be a X3
contribution to the END POLIO NOW Contest. Currently the
AoC pot is at $675. We haven’t had a winner for over a
year and there a few cards left!
Having said all that, there was on Ace of Hart drawing this
week!!

President Alex is happy to be here!

Pineapple by
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One of Marian’s Catering Servers, May
Visiting Rotarian Charlie Kocher

One of Marian’s Catering Servers, Susan

President Alex enjoying the special fish dish

Jackie Barnes getting ready to get lunch
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Noodle Salad

Poached fish, stir-fried vegies, and steak

Head Table with our new Club Banners

New Cub Banner

Charlie Kocher and President Alex enjoying lunch and fellowship

Doctor Kool is in the house!

Kate Butts’ Hi $5
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Madam Secretary arriving!

I love being President!

SAA Doc Wilcox introducing our visiting Rotarian

Doc Carver’s HI $15
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Charlie Kocher giving his HI $5
PP Doc McKenzie and Marie Abatayo arriving

Kate Butts giving her HI $5
President Alex giving his HI $5

Alison Kanamu giving her HI $5

Jackie Barnes giving her HI $5
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Doc Lynn Goya giving her HI $5

President Alex leading our meeting

PP Doc McKenzie with the King of Diamonds

PP Doc McKenzie with a 4-Way Test Moment
President Alex getting ready to be pinned with his Paul Harris
Fellow +1 pin

PP Doc McKenzie reading an article from the May 2019
Rotarian regarding the 4-Way Test and how important it is to
instill these values in our 3rd graders when handling out our
dictionaries

President Alex showing us one of the many Rotary pins we
can win as an AOH consolation prize

Secretary Alison Kanamu getting ready to pin Pres Alex
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The Paul Harris Fellow pinning ceremony

HI Marissa Kerns! Good to see you again!

The 4-Way Test with our backs to the banner!
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