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 Maternal and Child Health Month   
Every day mothers risk their lives giving birth and 
millions of children die each year from treatable, 
preventable causes. At least 7 million children under 
the age of five die each year due to malnutrition, poor 
health care, and inadequate sanitation. To help reduce 
this rate, Rotary provides immunizations and antibiotics 
to babies, improves access to essential medical 
services, and supports trained health care providers for 
mothers and their children. Rotary’s projects ensure 
sustainability by empowering the local community to 
take ownership of health care training programs. 
Maternal and Child Health Care is also recognized as 
one of Rotary’s Six Areas of Focus. 

OUR IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF MOTHERS AND 
CHILDREN 

The Rotary Foundation reaches mothers and children in 
need by giving communities the help and training they 
need to take control of their own maternal and infant 
health care. 
Rotary makes amazing things happen, like: 

Cancer screening 

Rotarians provided a mobile cancer screening unit and 
awareness trainings around Chennai, India, where 
there is a high mortality rate of women with breast and 
cervical cancer due to late diagnosis. 

Preventing injuries and deaths 

Rotary members launched a $3 million, five-year pilot 
to save lives of mothers and children during home 
deliveries in Nigeria. Since 2005, they’ve also 
repaired 1,500 obstetric fistulas — 500 more than 
their initial goal — restoring dignity and hope to 
vulnerable mothers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mobile prenatal clinics 

Haiti has the highest maternal and infant mortality rate 
of any country in the western hemisphere. Rotary 
provided a fully equipped medical Jeep to volunteers 
and midwives to reach mothers and children in remote 
areas. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“If mothers are empowered and healthy, so are their 
families, leading to an alleviation of poverty and 
hunger.” Robert Zinser 
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“Rotary is closely monitoring the pandemic of 

COVID-19, the illness caused by the novel 
coronavirus, and continuously assessing the 

potential impact on Rotary operations, events, and 
members.” 

Your health and safety are always our top priorities. 
Look below for information on Rotary activities that 
may be affected. We will update this page as new 
information becomes available. 
In the near term, Rotary International recommends that 
districts and Rotary and Rotaract clubs meet virtually, 
cancel, or postpone meetings and events following the 
advice of national and local health officials.  
Rotary encourages members and their families to take 
precautions to protect themselves from contracting the 
virus by: washing your hands often and thoroughly, 
putting distance between yourself and others if 
COVID-19 is spreading in your community, and staying 
home if you are sick. 

Grant options to respond to COVID-19 
As people of action, Rotary members want to find ways 
to respond to COVID-19, which is now a global 
pandemic, and to help people affected by it. The 
Rotary Foundation offers several options that Rotarians 
can use to help care for and protect people in their 
own communities and others around the world. 

District grants 
Districts can use district grant funds to support local 
activities, like purchasing thermometers, protective 
medical gear, or other items to donate to medical 
professionals who need them. Districts can also use 
contingency funds from an open district grant or 
repurpose previously planned activities as a COVID-
19 response. As districts prepare to submit new district 
grant applications for 2020-21, we encourage you to 
designate funds for COVID-19 responses. As a one-
time exception, the Foundation will allow expenses 
related to COVID-19 that were incurred since 15 
March 2020 to be reimbursed through 2020-21 district 
grants. 

Disaster Response Grants and Rotary’s  
Rotary’s disaster response grants provide a fast and 
effective way to respond to local events. The Rotary 
Foundation recently added COVID-19 projects to its 
list of eligible activities for these grants. Each district 
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can apply for one grant (of up to $25,000) to address 
COVID-19, depending on the availability of funds. 
Disaster response grants are funded by the Rotary 
Disaster Response Fund to help districts around the 
world respond to disasters. The fund accepts online 
contributions and DDF. Districts may designate that 
their DDF contributions to the Disaster Response Fund 
be used exclusively for COVID-19 grant activities. 
Cash contributions will be used for general disaster 
response, including response to COVID-19. 

Global Grants 
Global grants remain an excellent way to make a 
transformative impact in a community. If medical 
equipment is needed in order to respond effectively to 
COVID-19, global grants can help pay for these items. 
The Foundation is waiving the 30 percent foreign 
financing requirement for any new global grant that 
addresses COVID-19. Note that these grants still 
require both a host and international partner. 
 

 
 

 

 
          
The final selection for our HRYF 2020 Scholars was 
completed on March 30th. As with every year. the 
selection panel had the very difficult task of selecting 
this year’s scholars.   
The Maruice “Sully” Sullivan $10,000 scholarship 
went to Amanda Schiff (Kona) and the Joanna 
Sullivan $10,000 scholarship went to Katina Gronoski 
(Volcano). The Area and Club $5,000 scholarship went 
to Mikiala Ng, RCWW! 
We have cancelled our Scholarship Award Luncheon 
because of COVID-19. The luncheon will be scheduled 
after COVID-19 has been annihilated!  Our Top 
Scholars have been notified.  

 
 

Recognitions for the week ending March 8th, 2020. 
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LESSONS IN ROTARY GEOGRAPHY 

Were you aware that the Rotary Club of Reno, 
Nevada, is farther west than the Rotary Club of Los 
Angeles, California?  

• Would you guess that the meetings of the Rotary 
Club of Portland, Maine, are farther south than 
those of the clubs in London, England?  

• Can you imagine that the Pensacola, Florida, 
Rotary Club is west of the Detroit, Michigan, club?  

• It's a fact that the Cairo, Illinois, Rotary Club is 
south of Richmond, Virginia.  

• There are 69 Rotary clubs with the word "Tokyo" 
in their club names.  

• The Rotary Club of Nome, Alaska, lies west of the 
club in Honolulu, Hawaii, and the Santiago, Chile, 
club is located east of the Rotary Club of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

Hawaii Rotary Youth  
Foundation (HRYF) 
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• Rotary geographers will know that virtually every 
Rotary club meeting in Australia is east of the Hong 
Kong Rotary Club.  

• What do the Rotary clubs of Quito, Ecuador, 
Libreville, Gabon, Singapore, and Kampala, 
Uganda, have in common? You guessed right if you 
said they all meet approximately on the equator.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

OUR ANIMALS 
NEED YOUR HELP!! 

 
 
 
Received from our Friends at Oahu SPCA in 
Wahiawa: 
 

Won't You Please Foster  
A Rescued Animal? 

 

Aloha, 
More than anything, the health and safety of you our 
supporters, your pets, and our staff are our primary 
concerns. Though the information and status of COVID-
19 in Hawaii remains fluid, the Oahu SPCA is taking 
steps to ensure our companion animals and our rescued 
animals continue to be well taken care of, even as we 
face this time of uncertainty….. 
During this state of emergency, the Oahu SPCA is trying 
to prepare for the worst. We are seeking the public’s 
help to foster our shelter animals in the event the 
facility must temporarily close its doors. Fostering a pet 
is rewarding as you are caring for one of our rescued 
animals while we actively search for a permanent 
home. During this time of crisis, our Foster Care 
Program is crucial to safeguarding our rescues and 
saving more lives. 
As we practice social distancing or are being told to 
work from home, having a pet by your side can be 
especially rewarding and therapeutic. Pets always 
help us humans be a little more thoughtful – they 
inherently lead us to think beyond ourselves. And 
they’re engagingly fun! 
If you’re not in a position to foster but want to help our 
animals, consider making a much-needed monetary 
donation or a donation of food and supplies. As many 
members of our community are forced out of work, the 
number of animals surrendered or abandoned to our 
care intensifies. Adoption events are being cancelled 
which translates to fewer pets being adopted, yet more 
animals continue to need emergency care. 

Your help has never been needed more. 

Please contact our Foster coordinator at 
info@oahuspca.org, or make a donation here, and 
help save the life of an animal. 
Gratefully, 
Lucy Ahn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Executive Director 
 

 
 
 
 

 
All speaker engagements have been canceled until 
further notice due to COVID-19 
 

 
 

 
29 Mar – Annual Wakai-Wilkinson Golf Tournament 
Scholarship fundraiser, has been POSTPONED until 
August. 
20-26 Apr – Trip to Kyoto, Japan for celebration of 
the Rakushyu Club’s anniversary. – CANCELLED 
Apr 25 – Rotary @ Work Day – May be postponed. 
May 28 – Hawaii Blood Bank blood drive – Dot’s 
parking lot. If interested in giving blood, you can sign 
up utilizing Blood Bank Hawaii’s eDonor program. You 
have three options. The most direct option is to go to 
www.BBHdonor.org/SC and register. These two 
options give you more information and will allow you 
to sign up. These two links are, www.BBH.org and 
www.BBHdonor.org.  May be cancelled. 
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Blood Bank of Hawaii develops bold new 
plan to address COVID-19 

Received from our Friends at the Blood Bank of 
Hawaii, April 6th, 2020. 
Aloha Lifesaver Club Coordinators, 
We always consider the safety of our donors, staff and 
blood supply our number one priority.  We have been 
monitoring updates from the CDC relating to COVID-
19 very closely and adhering to safety and health 
recommendations. As a result, we have decided to 
cancel all lifesaver club blood drives through the 
month of May and extend our new operational hours 
at the six locations we’re currently utilizing. All donors 
who were scheduled for your blood drive for May will 
be notified.  Should anything change, you will be 
informed.  All donations will continue to be made by 
appointment only during this time. 
Should you have any questions please let me 
know.  Thank you for your continuous support. 
Jonette Correia 
Blood Bank of Hawaii | Recruitment Manager 
Mobiles 
2043 Dillingham Boulevard, Honolulu, HI 96819 

D: (808) 848-4759 | C: (808) 282-6940 

What is this new approach? 

• Donations will be taken by appointment only. 
• We will have six donation centers: 

• Young Street Donor Center 
• Five new pop-ups 

• To comply with CDC and Department of Health 
social distancing guidelines, all of our facilities 
have been reorganized so that donors are six 
or more feet away from each other at all stages 
of the donation process. 

• All locations will have pre-screening stations. 
• No more than 10 donors at a time will be in any 

one room. 
• All potential walk-ins will be asked to make an 

appointment. 
 Where and when can you give blood? 

• Young Street Donor Center: 
• Monday – Thursday (6:30 am – 6:30 

pm) 
• Friday – Sunday (6:30 am – 4:30 pm) 

• Dillingham Headquarters 
• Monday – Thursday (6:30 am – 6:30 

pm) 

• Friday – Sunday (6:30 am – 4:30 pm) 
• Kailua Town Center in partnership with 

Alexander & Baldwin 
o Monday – Wednesday (6:30 am – 

6:30 pm) 
o Sunday (6:30 am – 4:30 pm) 

• Kaneohe Bay Shopping Center in partnership 
with Alexander & Baldwin 

• Thursday (6:30 am – 6:30 pm) 
• Friday & Saturday (6:30 am – 4:30 

pm) 
• Waikele Center in partnership with American 

Assets 
• Monday – Wednesday (6:30 am – 

6:30 pm) 
• Sunday (6:30 am – 4:30 pm) 

• KROC Center Hawaii in partnership with the 
Salvation Army 

• Thursday (6:30 am – 6:30 pm) 
• Friday & Saturday (6:30 am – 4:30 

pm) 
The Blood Bank of Hawaii is still be taking donations 
by appointment only in order to help facilitate physical 
distancing recommendations. Mahalo for your 
understanding during the pandemic. We are in this 
together and are determined to maintain an adequate 
blood supply for the patients of Hawaii.  
To make an appointment, visit our website: 
www.bbhdonor.org or call (808) 848-4770  

What can you do as a LifeSaver Club coordinator? 

• We need your help! 
• Your drive may be cancelled, but your group 

can still save lives and you can lead the way 
• Ask your members to make appointments at a 

donation center. 
• Hold your members accountable by calling, 

texting, emailing or posting social media 
reminders about appointments already made. 

• Discuss with your account manager ways to 
partner in order to help each other 

• Remind everyone to give the appropriate 
Group ID at registration. 

• Ask them to pledge to help us save lives not only 
now but over the next few months 

We will be making a public announcement through 
media outlets, but we wanted you to know first. And 
remember, in these trying times, it is easy to feel 
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isolated and fearful. But our BBH community has the 
opportunity to come together and take care of one 
another. It is so important to fill appointments not only 
now, but also, we ask for you to pledge to make 
appointments for the next few months. Mahalo to 
everyone who has and will continue to donate. To 
make an appointment, visit our website: 
www.bloodbanktough.org or call (808) 848-
4770.   
Please see our scheduling calendar below. 

NEW TEMPORARY HOURS OF OPERATION 
 

 

Jun 6-10 – Rotary International Convention - 
CANCELLED 

Jun 8 – Host Night – RI Convention event – 6-9 pm, at 
the Waikiki Shopping Plaza. Parking is nearby at $10 
for the night, Cost is $45 per member. CANCELLED 

 

  

 
 
 
No announcements 
 

 
 
 

 
““May our happiness increase with our 
usefulness. What Rotary will be one 
hundred years hence, none living can 
imagine.” Paul Harris 
  
 

 

  

 

What organization was instrumental in getting the 
Star-Spangled Banner our National Anthem? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Today, via Zoom, we had the pleasure hearing Sharen 
Truex Nakashima, from U.S. Census Bureau talk to us 
about the 2020 Census. She wanted to emphasize the 
importance of the 2020 Census as it relates to Hawaii 
in particular. Sharen told us that Rotarians are the 
perfect and her favorite audience to speak to because 
Rotarians are into humanitarian and socials issues 
locally, nationally and globally. 
Sharen is a native of Macon, Georgia.  She grew up 
in a bilingual household & lived in Japan for 17 years. 
Raised in an Air Force family, Sharen grew up in Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana & Massachusetts. 
She received B.A. in Speech Communications from 
Otterbein University in Ohio & worked as a top 40 
radio d.j.  Sharen was a bilingual broadcaster in 
Osaka, Kobe & Tokyo Japan. 
She has worked for various media outlets over the 
course of her 20 years in Hawaii including Krater 96, 
Oldies 107.9, KZOO Radio & KIKU Television. 
Since 2009, she has interpreted for the Governor of 
Hawaii at the Honolulu Festival & emcees annually for 
the Honolulu Festival Parade in Waikiki. 
Recently, she was working as a Japanese language 
interpreter when she was appointed a Japanese 
Partnership Specialist for the 2020 Census. 

Sharen Truex Nakashima 
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Sharen is honored to utilize her public speaking & 
Japanese language skills to promote participation for 
the Decennial Census. 

History of the Census 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The very first census recorded was taken and written 
about in the 4th Book of the Bible, Numbers, then in the 
Book of Nehemiah, in the old Testament.  The other 
mention of a census being taken, was in the New 
Testament, the census of Quirinius, the governor of 
Syria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Agency History 

The U.S. Constitution requires only that the decennial 
census be a population count. Since the first census 
in 1790, however, the need for useful information 
about the United States' population and economy 
became increasingly evident. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From 1790 to 1820, the U.S. Marshals conducting the 
census only received instructions about what to ask. 
Each marshal supplied his own paper and used 
whatever method he chose to divide the paper into the 
columns needed to collect the required information. The 
method for recording the data was not standardized 
until 1830 when marshals received uniform printed 
schedules. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The decennial census steadily expanded throughout the 
nineteenth century. By the turn of the century, the 
demographic, agricultural, and economic segments of 
the decennial census collected information on hundreds 
of topics. The work of processing these data kept the 
temporary Census Office open for almost all the 
decades following the 1880 and 1890 censuses. 
Census Day was August 4, 1800. 
Recognizing the growing complexity of the decennial 
census, Congress enacted legislation creating a 
permanent Census Office within the Department of the 
Interior on March 6, 1902. On July 1, 1902, the U.S. 
Census Bureau officially "opened its doors" under the 
leadership of William Rush Merriam. 

(credit: Chora Church, Istanbul/Shutterstock) 
 

Governor Quirinius 
 

John Adams President of the United 
States n Census Day, August 4, 1800. 
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In 1903, the Census Office was moved to the newly 
created Department of Commerce and Labor. It 
remained within Commerce when Commerce and Labor 
split into separate departments in 1913. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every 10 years, the federal government conducts a 
population count of everyone in the United States. Data 
from the census provide the basis for distributing more 
than $675 billion in federal funds annually to 

communities across the country to support vital 
programs impacting housing, education, transportation, 
employment, health care, and public policy. They also 
are used to redraw the boundaries of congressional 
and state legislative districts and accurately determine 
the number of congressional seats each state has in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. 

The 2020 Census – A complete and 
accurate count of the population and 

housing. 
Today, with COVID-19 a reality, Sharen says the 
timeline has been modified to meet the COVID-19 
regulations (see below).  But, the census will be 
completed by August 2020. The results and funding will 
be sent to each state by the Spring of 2021.   
Sharen discussed how COVID-19 has impacted the 
2020 Census and what precautions they will be taking 
to protect all.   

Monitoring COVID-19 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. Census 
Bureau has adjusted 2020 Census operations to 
protect the health and safety of our employees and the 
public, and to ensure a complete and accurate count of 
all communities based on guidance from federal, state, 
and local health authorities. 
2020 Census Operational Adjustments Due to 
COVID-19 

We’re adapting or delaying some of our operations to 
protect the health and safety of our staff and the public 
and make sure we get the same population counted 
another way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2020 Census is underway and households across 
America are responding every day. In light of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, the U.S. Census Bureau has 
adjusted 2020 Census operations in order to: 

• Protect the health and safety of Census 
employees and the American public. 

• Implement guidance from federal, state, and 
local health authorities. 

• Ensure a complete and accurate count of all 
communities. 

Taking a break from gardening for the 1940 census interview. 
 

William Rush Merriam 

Taking the 1960 census in Hawaii 
 

1840 Census 
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Why the census?  It is in the Constitution under Article 1, 
Section 2. 
Sharen told us why the census was so vital and 
important for Hawaii.  

• It will shape the future of Hawaii. 
• Provide funding for community and civic programs 
• Provide for school lunches. The Census Bureau is 

working with the DOE to make sure their “grab 
and go” meals will be provided to those students 
needing them today and in the future.  They are 
sending flyers home to parents so they are aware 
of this effort. 

• Provide for Kupuna programs 
• To make sure Hawaii receives $3B+ in federal 

funding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They have only 5 Census takers covering the entire 
state of Hawaii, with representatives on Oahu, Maui, 
and the Big Island. 
Sharen told us that the 2020 Census, like all censuses 
before, are strictly confidential. 

• Responses to the 2020 Census are confidential 
and cannot be shared. This means with any other 
government agency, such as law enforcement 
agencies, including ICE or local police. 

• Census employers take a lifetime oath to protect 
the personal information of every respondent 

• Any Census Bureau employee that violates this law 
is subject to a penalty of up to $250,000 and/or 
up to 5 years in prison 

The 2020 Census in Hawaii is a community partnership 
and engagement program. It takes all of us to make 
this year’s census a success, so we can receive the 
maximum funding for the next 10 years. Census Day 
this Census year is on April 1st. More about that date 
below. 

Some of the problems facing the Census Bureau. 
Hard-to-Count Populations 

• Racial and ethnic minorities  
• LGBTQIA 
• Lower income population 
• People experiencing homelessness – The Census 

takers will be going to all parks and underpasses 
searching for the homeless to get an accurate 
count 

• Illegal immigrants 
• Native Hawaii and Pacific Islanders 
• Persons who do not speak English fluently. Some of 

the Census takers can speak a second language.  
Some of those languages covered to assist those 
that do not speak English are: 
• Spanish 
• Japanese 
• Korean 
• Chinese 
• Thai 
• Indonesian 
• Filipino (Tagalog and Ilocano) 
• Micronesian 
• Vietnamese 
• Portuguese 
Those speaking a foreign language, can get 
assistance on their Internet Self-Response and 
Census Questionnaires by going to the to the 
Census website: 
https://2020census.gov/en/languages.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Children Under 5. During the last Census, 5-year 
old’s were not counted. Some of the reasons were, 
some were being raised by relatives, or friends 
(hanai), parents were divorced and one took the 
child with them, or parents that have split up. For 

An enumerator conducts an interview for 
the 1920 Census. Photo courtesy of the 

Library of Congress. 
 

A United States Census Bureau enumerator counted the 
members of a large family for the 1940 census. Credit-

PhotoQuest/Getty Images 
 



 

Rotary – 115 Years of Service to the World! 
 

this reason, it is important that the family that has 
that child, count them as part of their household. 

• Communities in rural areas.  This can be difficult on 
the outer islands, since there are a lot of places 
that don’t have street names or addresses. 
Molokai and Hawaii are good examples of this. 

This year Census Day is April 1st, 2020. All questions 
should be answered in regard to April 1st. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Census questionnaire will be asking: 

• How many people live or stay in your home on 
April 1st, 2020 

• Whether the home is owned or rented 
• The sex of each person in the household 
• The age of each person in the household 
• The race of each person in the household 
• About whether a person in the household is of 

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin 
• About the relationship of each person in the 

household to one central person, such as the head 
of the household 

There are specialized outreach approaches during this 
census.  The Census Bureau goes to extraordinary 
lengths to count everyone once, only once and in the 
right place. 
The 2020 Census Timeline - Important Dates 

In mid-March, homes across the country began 
receiving invitations to complete the 2020 Census. It has 
never been easier to respond on your own, whether 
online, over the phone or by mail—all without having 
to meet a census taker. 

• January 21: The Census Bureau started 
counting the population in remote Alaska. The 
count officially began in the rural Alaskan 
village of Toksook Bay. 

• March 12 - March 20: Households received 
official Census Bureau mail with detailed 
information on how to respond to the 2020 
Census online, by phone, or by mail. 

• April 1: This is Census Day, a key reference 
date for the 2020 Census. They use this day 
to determine who is counted and where in the 
2020 Census. When you respond, you'll tell 
the Census Bureau where you live as of April 

1, 2020, and include everyone who usually 
lives and sleeps in your home. You can 
respond before or after that date. We 
encourage you to respond as soon as you can. 

• April 29 – May 1: The Census Bureau will 
count people who are experiencing 
homelessness over these three days. As part 
of this process, the Census Bureau counts 
people in shelters, at soup kitchens and mobile 
food vans, on the streets, and at nonsheltered, 
outdoor locations such as tent encampments. 

• April 16 – June 19: Census takers will work 
with administrators at colleges, senior centers, 
prisons, and other facilities that house large 
groups of people to make sure everyone is 
counted. 

• May 27 – August 14: Census takers will 
interview homes that haven't responded to the 
2020 Census to help make sure everyone is 
counted. 

• December: The Census Bureau will deliver 
apportionment counts to the President and 
Congress as required by law. 

2021 

• March 31: By this date, the Census Bureau will 
send redistricting counts to the states. This 
information is used to redraw legislative 
districts based on population changes. 

What can we and other partners can do: 

• The Census Bureau urgently requests our political 
figures, leaders and influencers to continue to issue 
public endorsements  

• Using Media: print, audio, video; Social Media 
and virtual communications to promote, remind, 
educate, and encourage all to participate. 

• Encourage people to complete their questionnaire 
online now 

There are scammers out there, so don’t be fooled!  A 
Census taker will have a valid ID stating that they are 
with the Census Bureau, will be carrying a “Census” 
tote bag, will never ask you for banking information, 
et.  If in doubt, call 1-800-923-8282 or 301-763-
INFO (4636.)  
Let’s do our part!! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ace of Hearts 

 



 
Rotary – 115 Years of Service to the World! 
 The Rotary Club of 

Wahiawa-Waialua 

 
 
 
 
 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW). 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Though no organization could have singlehandedly 
lobbied Congress to enshrine “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” as the country’s official national anthem, the 
VFW played a decisive role in the effort. 
After World War I, patriotic fervor took hold among 
veterans and their llies, who helped introduce 
legislation outlining the U.S. flag code of 1923 
adopted by dozens of organizations – including VFW. 
The armed forces and President Warren Harding also 
endorsed the non-binding recommendations. 
The code designated “The Star-Spangled Banner” as 
the nation’s official anthem, but efforts by the song’s 
supporters to convince Congress fizzled.  Anthem bills 
in the early 1920s, were “not classed with the vital 
matters of Congress. 
On March 3, 1931, the House and Senate voted to 
unanimously in favor of the anthem resolution, sending 
the bill to President Herbert Hoover. 
Hoover signed the legislation immediately, in part 
because it cost the government nothing to implement, 
and it mollified veterans incensed over the bogus issue. 
It took the VFW 10 years to make this happen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Computer Operators Tabulating the 1954 Census with a 
UNIVAC Computer. 

For the first time in history, the US Census Bureau begins 
tabulating results of the 1954 Census of Business with the 
UNIVAC, a giant electronic computing system. At the 
computer instrument panel are (front to back) Clydia Beeps, 
Maxine C. Warner, and the Deputy Director of the Bureau of 
Census, A. Echler. 

 

Zoom participants 

Pineapple by 
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Transients 


